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Mr. Epvwvarps, 


= Lthough your Book of Slanders, by you entituled 
Gangrena,hath been anfwered by divers of thofe 
whom you have therein abufed: Yet inasmuch 
as you have endeavoured to defame Me alfo in 
that Book, in two feverall places, and nothing - 
hath been particularly anfwered thereunto, it 
;, feems to be a meet and juft thing,that you fhould 
hearaword alfo from me. I judge it nohonour to encounter with 
fuch a man as you by your writing appear to be, not caring whom 
you abufe and flander: Yet remembring what is written in Prow, 
19.25. and 26.5. I have thought it convenient to give you this 
enfuing Anfwer; partly (1 confefle) left in the apprehenfion of 
fome, my filence fhould argue a guiltines ofthat whereof you accufe 
mee; but principally (if my heart deceive mee not) becaufe I 
perceive that your driftin flandering me, isto difgrace the way 
of God in which1 endeavourto walk. And obferving the con- 
tinuance and increafe of the evill of your heart, and way, which 
hath appeared abundantly, not only by your reprinting of your 
Gangrena.but alfo by your adding more thereunto; and difcerning 
alfo fome to be fo feolifh as to magnifie your folly, and you therein, © 
( oom impartial Readers do fhew their loathing thereof, and the — 
wifer fort of your friends are afhamed of it:) I have refolved no 
longer todeferre the publifhing of thismy Anfwer, and do now 
fend it forth to the view of the world, committing ictotheceniure — 
of every difcreet and indifferent Reader. | 
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| Bee firft place, in which I find you naming me, is in pag.75. of 
firlt edition of the firft Part of your Gaxgra ia. There you 
fhave thefe words: The full relation of the Tims-firusng, end 
| wations of Den, Cox, Ellis of Colchefter, Dr. Holms, Saltmarth, 
| at Wale of Norfolk, cum multis aliis, Would make anew 
Book. 
Seilicet, You could eafily fill a new Book, as you have done this, 
| with falfe and flanderous accufations of fuch Time-ferving, and in- 
_ Movations, as we are as truly guilty of as Naboth was of blafphemy. 
| Nowonder that you were fo free in your promife to write books 
| fo frequently, being fo ftored with matter. | 
_ | The next. and laft place in which I find you mentioning me, isin — 
pag 95 & 96. ofthe fame Book, where your words are thefe: 
Mr. Cox, who came out of Devonfhire, 
" « Whatsthe reafon of this alteration? Before, it was Des, Cox, 
£lls,&c. Now, One Mr.Cox,&c. It feems at laft you remembred 
_ | ‘®hat I had fometimes been a man of your own coat; A reverend 
_ Bifbop, whom you and fome others have now metamorphofed into 
a Presbyter, having laid his hand on my head as wellas yours: and 
_ therefore nowit is 4r. Cox. And if 1 could handfomly claw you, 
| following the example of the Epsft/es that you have printed, calling 
you, Good Mr. EDwARD Ay Worthy Reverena it 
were then probable that I fhould ftill be Mr, Cox, at every word. 
-Butas I account it no difhonour to be degraded or flighted by your 
Pen, fo ricither do J account it any honour to have from you any 
title implying refpect; it being fo familiar with you to contemn 
them that fear God, and to honour vile perfons. a 
Youadde: As Inxovator, and great Time-ferver in the Bs/bops 
| -Pigwe. And here you fpeak of meas truly, and as charitably, as Ter- 
| gullua fpake of Pawl, when he faid of him, We bave found this man a 
peftilent fellow, aud a mover of [edition among oll the Jews throng hout 
"the World, and a Ringleader of the fett of the Naxarenes, Acts 24.5. 
‘Touching your numbring me here among thofe whom you are plea- 
rocall Searies, (for fo you do) you are no more able to prove 
mea Se@fary, then was able to prove Paul tobe the ring- 
of a (ef. And my true and direct anfwer hereunto fhall not 
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(3) 
tall Herefie (or Set) fo Wworpip I the God of Ifrael, believing al 
things that are written inthe Scriptures. Touching /nnovations, I 
fhall hear more from you, and you fromme, byandby. 
-. Touching my Time-ferving, it partly appeared when I lived in 
London, in the year 1618. when that bafe and licentious Pamphler, 
that proclaimed liberty for prophane fpoftts on the Lords day, came 
forth in King fames his name. For then (according as my confcience 
directed me) both in the publike Meeting-houfe of great A/ballows, 
where 1 was then Ledtwrer, and alfoat Pasls crojfe, I did in my 
publike Preaching openly and earneftly reprove and condemn, as 
prophane and hatefull, thofe things to which liberty and commen- 
dation was givenin that Pamphlet : fo that it was admired at, that 
the Perfecutors of thofe times did not then violently feize upon me, 

Afterwards when I was Leétwrer at Barftaple, (which was the firft 


place in Devonfhsre that I lived in) my Zsme-ferving farther 


peared by my open and fharp reproving of my Fellow.Minifters 
(as we then called one another ) fe their fcandalous life, their not 
reece and their preaching loofe and falfe doctrine : whereby 
I incurred the hatred of the prophane and Prelaticalcrew. It ap- 
peared alfo by my reproving and condemning of their Doétrine, 
who held bare Reading to be that Preaching which is required of a 
Minifter : And by my juftifying that Reproof, when 1 was quelti- 
oned for it; and by my renewing and confirming of the fame in a 
publike Sermon, when a Recantation was required and expected, 


Ir appeared alfo by my bold declaring of the intolerable bafenefle 


stage-Players,( though then going about with the Kings 
and my fharp reproving of the Magiftrates for fuffering them, an 
of others for feeing their Playes,and countenancing them : whereby 
T exceedingly angred the probane Gentry in the adjacent parts of the 
country, and the prophane ones in the Town, both Adagiftrates and 
others, For which alfo I wasconvented before Bifhop (rey, but 
never yielded to any acknowledgement of any fault herein, or any 
relinquifhing of my oppofing of that bafeneffe. It likewife appeared 
by my open reproving of the AMagiftrates, for their fuffering 
Whoredome,and Adulcery,and Drunkenneffe,and prophane Swear- 
ing, to gofo much unpunithed; and by my continual itanding up 


_ for Godly perfons, and their wayes, which did then lie under the - 


— contempt and reproach ofthe world, Theie things were not done 
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7 (4) | 
inacorner; neither can they be denied by my very enemies, whicC 
knew me at that time. n 
| At my going off from Barftaple, 1 fhewed my Time-ferving, ando 
|. Self-feeking, by my leaving of that place, for another of leffe profit, ¢ 
and leffe honour in the eye of the world ; which wasa place.neera 
Crediton in the fame County of Devor, where I remained till my f 
confcience would not permit me to | imter any fuch place any f 
longer. To that place I then conceived my felfto be called, not by a 
the call of fo many Pounds per annum, but by the defire and necefsi« t 
tie of the people there. There my Temporizing did in like manner ¢ 
appear, by my preaching conftantly again{t the e4rminian errors, S 
notwithftanding the Kings Directions to the contrary ; And againft f 
the prophanation of the Lords day, notwithitanding King Charles 3 
his reviving of the ba/e Pamphlet aforefpoken of, (which Pamphlet § 
the Minifters about me did publikely reade, yet I neither read it my \ 
felfe, neither was it read by any other for me) and by my preaching f 
asainft Altar-worfhip, and againft divers other evills which that f 
time did favour, which my foul did (and {till doth) abhor. There { 
in my latcer'time, my Temporizing did more fully appear by my | 
preaching, that Epifcopal Prelacy was a humane thing, and by my } 
giving to Bifhop Halla true and full coppie of that Sermon, whenI | 
was queftioned for it, & owning the fame not onely before him, but | 
alfo before the Arch-Prelate of Canterbury ; and comming off from 
that bufineffe with fuch an Explication of my felfe, as had notinita-_ 
_ ny Recantation or Retracting of any one fentence that I had before 
| delivered, and was immediately followed (in the fame Sermon) 

| witha fharp reproofe of thofe Arminian tenets that were then de- 
| fended, and divers evils which were then countenanced. All this was 
before this prefent Parliament. 

_ Prefently after this followed (as God gave in more light) my caft- 

ing away, and againit the Ceremonies, laying afide the 

_ Service booke, and refultng to admit the mixt multitude to Come 

_munion; and at laft, the leaving of my place, becaufe I could nor 

keep if with a quiet confcience 

And now, Edwards freely. confefle that I can not object un- 

you any fuch time ferving. And for my felfe,1f J ams become a fool 

in glorying, you have compelled me. 

But this I freely confeffe, not fo much to you, as to the peop: 4 } 
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hiclGod, into whofe hands thefe lines thal! come that as throughig-= 


norance fora long time I fwallowed (as wellas others) the Bifh~ — 
, andops Ordinations, and Licenfes, ec. and the Service-book, and e/d 


rofic, conformity, asyoucall it ;foin part of that time, the expectation of 
eer a High-Commiffion fuit, that 1 was threatened with, did make me 


efsi« that alfo, then feeing no more fin therein,then inthe reft of thato/d 


nner conformity. But I {till reproved thofe that urged it asa duty from 


rors, Scripture ; and I never prefledany toit: and asfoon asthe Lord 


fhewed me the evill of ir, not only forbear it, but alfo preach 
arle; againft it in the fame place where I had practifed it; preferring the 
hiet glory of God before my own credit among men. Thus! am, and 
tmy will be far, not only from denying any thing that is true, but alfo 
ing from juftifying my {clfe in any thing wherein I can fee that I have | 


that failed. Buttruly when I now confider how far I was then froma 


ere good way, where I thought I had been right, acknowledge it to” 


my be the wonderfull goodnefle of Ged unto me, that I did nor then 
my run much farther, and offend more grievoufly then I did. 


= It followsin your booke, That againft the will of the op of | 


bur Excefter, Dottor Hall his Dioce(an brought in innovations into his 
om Parifh Church. Thisis as trueasthe reft of your flanders. The 
‘aw things which I did in my Meeting Honfe, which you call my Panfh 
re rch, which in likelyhood the Bifhop might not approve of,were 
n) thefe: 
iu 1. Iconftantly refufed to read the Leffons appointed in the Ser- 
as_ vice: book, that were any pe of the Apocrypha, and read only the 
Canonical Scripture: & did ordinarily reade the Scriptures in order, 
t. not taking here one Chapter, and there another, according to the 
e direction of the Service book, wy 
. 2. Iufually expounded, fometimes more largely, and fometimes 
¢ more briefly, the Chapters that I read, {pecially in my latter time, 
wherein I Fideme read any part of the Scripture without expound-- 

ingit’ | 
! ¥ When I read the Pfalmes, and other parts of Scripture that 
- wrecorruptly tranflatedin the Service-booke, I ufed not that cor- 
tranflation, but the beft tranflation (as 1 conceived) that was 


| my for a feafon, throngh my weakneffe at that time, fo exactin that Con- 
> any formity, that I cannot now think of it without being afhamed. Yea 
ot by and touching bowing at the name Iefus, I did for a while fabmitto 


| 
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(6) 
| 1 4. Irefufed to ufe the cormpt Metaphrafe of the Pfatmes, tha 
| ‘was annexed to the Service.book; and not then feeing the unlaw. 
fulnefs of that way of finging, I ufed fometimes King /ames.his Me: 
1 | taphrafe, yet not without fome corrections ; fometimes ( in the 
oe | ufe of fome Pfalmes) a Metaphrafe of mine own; and fometimes 
Rowfehis Metaphrafe whenitwascome forth, 

5. Ipreached a weekly Lecture in my Publike Meeting-houfe, 
without asking any leave of the Bifhop fo to do. 

6, 1 did {ometimes there keep publike Fafts without any leave 
either fromthe Bifhop, or any other man. 

7, I refufed (at the laft) to read or ufe the Faft-books fent about 
by the Prelates:and when a publike Faftwas appointed by the Kings 
Proclamation, I did not ftay (as others did) for leave or order from 

the Bifhop to obferve it. 

If brought in any Innovations againfl the Bifhops will, it muft 
be fome of thefe things, or fome fuch like. But! fuppofe, neither 
you, nor your informers will now obje€tunto me any fuch thing as 
an offenfive Innovation. And thongh it be probable that Bijbop 
Hadi did not like fome of thefe things, or would not have feemed to 
have liked them, if he had taken notice ofthem; yet (that Jma 
do himno wrong) he never gave me any reproofe for any of thefe 
things, nor for any thing elfe, fo far as Tremember, faving onely for 
preaching, that Prelatical Epifcopacy was a Humane tradition; 
whereat indeed he wasexceedingly difpleafed. And how far he was 
from difliking me, as one bringing in Innovations againft his will, 
he did manifeft; partly by fetling mein the Lecture at Tiverton; 
which act of his he never recalled, but I continued enjoying the li- 
berty of preaching that Lecture, till 1 my felf (finding ita burden 
tome) did voluntarily give it over, be alfo by appointing me 

_ to preach at the Affize in Excefter, immediatly upon his receiving 
a {trictorder from authority to be very circumfpect in his choife of 
men for that fervice. Partly alfo by his ready and earneft applying 
himfelfe to free me out of trouble, when had been vehemently 
profecuted by his Chancellor Doétor Parrée, and began to be fued 
inthe High Comm:ffion. by one Mr. John Weeks , tor excepting a- 
gainit the faid Mr. weeks as an unfit perfon to be Clerk of the Con- 
vocation, though Bifhop Hall himfelfe had commended him to our 
choife for that place; yea wheninhis hafte he had expofed me to 
no {mall danger (as he afterwards‘apprehended) by fending my - 

Sermon 
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Sermon tothe Archbithop, in which I had declared his Epifcopacy - 


ro be a Humane Ordinance, and I had taken my journey towards 


Londonto anfwer that matter, he himfelfe fent after me, fuch let- 
ters of commendation, and of earneft requeft in my behalfe, ashe 


thought would be moft prevalent for my peace. And although he 
can neither be ignorant nor infenfible of my utter difliking, and ear- 


edfor; yet 1am fo far perfwaded of his refpect to his confcience, 
credit, and-honour, as that I dare referre this matter to his teftimo- 
ny, viz. whether this aflertion of yours: That 1 brought in inno- 


~ neft oppofing of that way which he hath both walked in,and plead- 


vations into my Parifh-Church, againft the willof Dr. Ha# my Dio. | 


cefan, be not (as I affirme it to be) a meer calumniation. 
But you have (as you percep ) your informers, that muft then 
take this of from you, and beare it upon their own {houlders, And 


for this you have provided in this Parenthefis ; (As fome godly peo- _ 
ple that came out of thofe parts, have informed me.) But why, I~ 
ray you, are the namesof thefe Godly Informers concealed ? Isit 


ecaufe if you fhould name any Godly menas the givers of fuch in- 


formation, they would clear themfelves, and declare youn to be a | 
lyar ? Orisit becaufe your Informers, by you falfly called Godly, 


being confcious to themfelves of their falfe dealing, have given you 


order to conceal their names, left they fhould be difcovered tohave — 


dealt difhoneftly ? deal plainly, Mr. Edwards ; and if they cannot re= . 


prove you as a falfe reporter, I {hall prove them to be flanderers. 
But now fome reader may now enquire in his thoughts ; was there 


not fomething from which fome might poffibly (though not juftly ) 


take occafion to raife fome fuch report ? My true anfwer is this, 


into the Temple, and bad polluted that holy place, Aits. 21. 28. there 


When the Jews cried out againft Pas/, that he bad brought Greeks 


was fomething from which they took occafion to raife that clamour: © 
For they had (een before with him in the City,Trophimus an Ephefian, 
whom they [uppofed that Paul bad brought into that Temple, ver. 29. 


So I fuppofe the cafe here ftands with me in refpect of two things. 
Firft, In refpect of the Communion Table (as men commonly 


call it) placed North and South, not Eaft and VVeft. Touching 


which, this is the true ftate of the bufineffe. | 


fhould 


_¥. The Table was fo placed long before there wasany word fpo. 


-ken (that heard of) of turning Tables into Altars otherwayesI 
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fhould have given no confent to the placing of it in that manner. 
‘And it ftood fo a long time before there was any offence taken by 
_any (that I did ever heare of) at the ftanding of it in that fore. 
2. Itwasfo placed meerly for convenience : the Chance!! being 
very fhort, yea fhorter (asI remember) then the Table it felfe, ant 
ofa fufficient breadth. 


3. The Table was not placed Altar-wife, in as much as there was 

a feat berween it and the Eaft end of the Chancell, where people did 

_ ordinarily fit, and at the time of the Communion, that feat was made 

of by the Communicants. 

4 While'the Table ftood in that manner, 1 was fo farin the fa- 

_ vour of the Bifhop, and had fuch frequent and familiar accefle unto. 
as thatif I had therein done any thing again{t his minde, that 
- he had known and taken notice of, he would lovingly have told me 

of it. But he never fo much as intimated the diflike of ought 


that I didinchis thing. | 
Allthis time there wasno Altar-worfhip, or bowing towards 
_ the Table there wfed : for asi alwayes fhewed a deteftation of that 
_ thing, fo the people there did not ufe it, no not in the leaft meatire, 
- 6, VVhenI underftood that fome at laft took offence at that 


| ftanding of the Table, and put anil conftruétion upon ir, though 


| they were only ftrangers that did fq, yet to remove the occafion of 
_ the offence,I caufed that Table to be taken away,and a fquare Table 
- tobe fet inthe room of it. | 

' Secondly, In refpect of my reading fome part of the Service 
- fometime at that Table. Touching this, my true Apologie is as fol- 

- Jowes 1. This thing alfo was done without any Altar-worfhip 
- and without any looking upon one place as more holy then another, 
_ either. by me,or by the people. 2 The meeting-houfe was fo fquare, 
_ and the Chancell fo thorc, that the whole congregation could heare 
me there, as well asinany other place. 3. Even this alfo was a part 
of the old Conformity, as you call it, the Service-book then Autho- 
rized by Parliament (as wasthen conceived) requiring this as well 
ss any other Conformity. 4. The occafion of my fo doing, was the 
trouble and cenfure inthe High-Commiifion Court, of one Door 
Downe for his aon Conformity, thisbeing a part of his non-Confor- 


wity that he was fo troubled for, viz. his not reading the fecond 


_ Service (as they calledit) atthe Communion-Table, This wrought 


_ Bpon 
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upon me, I being then in expectation of a High- Commiffion Suit, 


and knowing my felfe to be extreamly maligned by the malignant 


crue. 5. I was fo far from doing this again{t the Bifhops will, that 
I firkt advifed with him before I did it; & he underftanding the fafhjge 
on of my Meeting-Houfe. did advife me to do it for my fafety. Y 
do I not now juftifte my felfe in this aétion: for though ! then difcer- _ 
ned no evill in ir, yet isit one of thofe things of which! am now 
afhamed. i | 

But fuppofe I had formerly been fuch a Time-ferver and Inno- 
vatour, as youaccufe meto haye been: yea fuppofe I had been (as 
you by your writing now appear tobe.) Suppofe I had perfecu- - 
ted men for not comming to Divine-Service, falfly fo called, for not 
kneeling at the Communion, @c. Suppofe I hadbeen an Altar. 
worthipper, a ferter up of Images. ec. (which abominations and ae 
bominable perfecutions through the grace of God I abhorred and 
fhunned ) seppofe fay, 1 had then walked in thofe evill. paths. 
Should this be now urged to the difgrace of my prefent practife, 
moft mantfeftly and diredtly contrary to fuch evils? Should 
rather be applied to the difgrace of that falfe way in which! then 
walked with you and other fuch ? Doth not my prefent practife re- 
ally manifeft my abhorring of Time ferving, and of having any fel- _ 
lowfhip with Popifh Innovations? If I could apply my felfe to Tems 
porizing, and toa {wallowing of falfe wayes, or but toa connive- 
ing at the fame, I might (in all probability) as eafily rife, and ruffle 
in filkes,asany ofyou. ButI choofe rather to fuffer affi@tion with 
the people of God, thento enjoy the pleafure of fin fora feaforn ; 
and efteem the reproach of Chrift far greater riches then the fatteft 
Benetice, or largett Stipend. 

And now tell me,Mr. Edwards, whether Pasi when he was a bap- 
tized beleever, and a Servant of Jefus Chrift, hating all Blafphemie, 
Perfecution,and Injurioufnefle, might yet have been juftly reproach- 
ed by fome,becaufe he had fometimes been a Blafphemer,and a Per. © 
fecutor, and Injurious. And if any ofthe falfe Apoftles had in thag 
re{pect dealt with him, as you now deal ( and that falfly too) with 


me, tell me whether they had not herein fhewed themfelves the fer- — 


vants of the Divell, rather then the fervants of God. 
_ I may not omit yet further to examine this paflage in your flane 

der,Againft the will of Lifhop. Dg you conceive that 
whic 
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which fwallowed the ufe of the Service book, communicated with 


Fornicatours, or covetous Perfons, or Idolaters, or Railers, or 


Drunkards, or Extortioners, and did many other aéts of that na- 
ture, now knowne to bee hatefull unto GOD, may yethold 
. themfelyes to be excufed, becaufe though they did thefe things a. 


an the will of God, yet they did them not againft the will of the 
day neither the will of the Bifhop heretofore, nor yer the will of 
any Affemblie or Presbyterie now,will be found fufficient to beare 
men out in things not according to the will of God. | 
Tcannot but take notice alfo of the titles which you give to Dr, 
Hall, in that your aggravation of the offence unjuftly laid to my 
charge; viz. The Bifhop of Excefter his Diocefan. This feenis to 
intimate that I was then bound to conform tothe willof Dr. Had, 
‘becaufe he was then the Bifhop of Excefter, my Diocefan. Do not 
-youyet acknowledge this tobe atruth, that their Prelaticall Epi. 
_{copacy was from man, not from God ? Ifyou do acknowledge it, 
tell me by what Law of God, or by what Juft Authority of man, I 
‘was then bound to conforme to the Bilhops will. By thefe titles 
‘ thus given and made ufe of by you, you fignifie how well you could 
brooke that Epifcopacy againe. Onely I fuppofe, you had rather 
_ exercife that tyrannical power, then be under its 
_ Iwould next have it tobe confidered by what rule you calla 
_ meeting-houfe, a Parifh-Church, The word in Scripture that is 
 tranflated Church, ufeth to fignitie ef congregation called out of the 
_ world to beGods people;a company of people that are to be looked upon as 
fanttified inChrift Fe(us,called to be Saints;1 Cor.1.2.By what authos 
rity doyou give thistitle to an houfemade of Stones and timber ? 
_- Perhaps you will fay the word Church is (like the Scottifh word 
- Kirke ) derived from the Greek word Kuriacos, which fignifies, the 
' Lords; or appertaining to the Lord : and that you call thefe houfes 
’ Churches, becaufe they are the Lords Houfes. But how came thefe 
_ to be the Lords Houfes, more then any other houfes ? They were 
confecraced indeed by Popith Bifhops,But though thefe Bifhops had 
_ power from the Pope;& we know who gave to the Pope his power, 
' andhis feate, and great authority, Reve/.13.2. Yet allthis power 
_ and authority is too weak , and too little, to make thefe houfes the 
» the Lords houfes, Thefe houfes were alfo dedicated to Saints yd 


ifhop? VVillthis ferve their turne at the great day ? Surely at thae 
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nifed (or approved) by the Pope. Yet this alfo is not fufficient to 
make themthe Lords houfes The Latine Maffe-book (in the faft 
age refined, and turned into an Englifhi Servicesbook) hath allo been 


ufed in thefe houfes as many times as there be untruths in your Gait ~ 


rena: and yet thisalfois not enough to make thefe houfes the 
ords houles Asit isnot inthe power of men, no not of the Pope, 
& all his Vaifals, to make any place co be for ever the Dive!s houle; 
for then many of thefe places had been made fuch: fo neither ts it 
in the power of men, no not of an Aflemblie of tifhops or Presbyz 
ters .to make an houie to be the Lords houfe. 
The Temple at Jerufalem was indeed called the houfe of God, 
becaufe it was a type of Chrifk, as our Saviours words do intimate ia 
Joh.2. 19. Dare you to make thete houfes herein like unto the Tem. 
ple ? Dare you fay that any houfe may now be looked upon asa type 
of Chrift ? Or dare you {ay that one place may now be looked upon 
as morc holy then another ? Do you not know that this would be 
found an implicite denying that Chrit is come, and hath fuffered in 
the flefh, and is rifen againe according tothe Scriptures? Do you 
not know what is written in Joh. 4. 21. and whatit meaneth ? The 
houre commeth, when yee fhall neither in this mountair, nor yet at [e- 
rufalem wor fhip the Father. Do you not know the words of Pax! in 
¥ Tim,2.8.? I will that men pray in every place. Doyounot know 
that Chrift took every opportunity in every place to preachhis 


Gofpel? do younot know that the Apoftles did both preach, and . 


pray, and break bread in fuch houfes as you call private houfes ? do 


you not know that God neither puts difference now between ~ 


_ place and place, nor gives to men any authority, warrant, or 
leave foto do? Yea, you know all thefe things. But if you fhould 
let the people know the fame, your market were marred. 1. The 
glory of your preeminence in thefe fuppofed holy places, would 
then be darkned.2 The people would not then reverence your Ser- 

mons ( whethertrue or falfe , whether found or rotten) for the firp- 


would not then be fo able to ftirre up the people to perfecute us for 
_ preaching, and praying, and breaking bread in thofe houfes in which 
Wwe meet for the performance of thefe actions. Therefore you 
hide this truth from the peoples eyes. 


But it may be you will fay, that you call fuch an houfe, A Church, 
i 


pofed holineffe of the place where they are preached. 3. You 
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Charches, as you call them. 


fecution fromthe World. Hereupon( though it worke to their eter- 


by a figure:becaufe the congregation that meets therein,is a Church. 
If fo, then let it be confidered ; Firft, That no example in the word 
of God doth teach us foto fpeak The word rendred Church, in 
r Cor. 11.18, and 22. doth there fignifie,not 2 meeting-place,but 
the congregation of chriftians, Secondly, That there isa great diffe- 
rence berween a Parifh Aflemblie, anda Well ordered Church of 
Chrift ; which I thus prove. 

1. Itisamoft evident thing that the Parifh-Aflemblies are not 
Congregations of Vifiole Saints; fuch as all true Churches are, 
1 Cor. 1.2.and14.33 1 The’.2 14. 

2. Itisalfo manifeft that the Parifh-Ademblies inthis land inthe 

-dayes of Queene Mary (notwith{tanding the Reformation in King 
Edwards dayes) were part of thofe many waters on which the 
Whore fitreth, Reve/. 17, 1-15. Then what kinde of Churches were 
they ? And their ftate was no more changed afterwards by a fecond 
bringing in of che Englith Service-book in the roome of the Latine 
Maffe. book, then it was Changed by the fiuft bringing in of the 
famein King Edwardsdayess 
3. The fewbeleevers that yet remaine inthe Parifth Affemblies, 
being that people of God which are called out of Babilon, Revel, 
18. 4. are not there in the right {tate of a Church, nor can attaine 
thereunto without comming out of tt. 

Here let it be laid to. heart, that thofe Parifh aflemblies becaufe 


| perfwaded that they are Churches of Chrilt, are hereby miferably 


_ hardened in pride and prophaneffe, and in fecurity and prefumpti- 


| on: whereby Satan is not a litcle ftrengthened to carrie chem awa 


_ with eafe to erernall deftruétion. The motives to you and other fuch, 


_ to Perfwade them notwith{tanding ro look upon themfelves as right 
\ Churches of God, do feem to be thele. 


1. Bythis meanes you feeme* to obtaine the honour of Paftours of 


| °2. Thus you feeme to have fome colour to preffe all the people 
‘to maintaine you by Tithes, or Oblations, or Stipends, ec. | 
3. You politickly forefec, that if you fhould declare according to 
truth thefe Aflembliestobe no right Churches, then not only your 
honour, and your rich maintenance, and your Presbytcrie would 


all fallto the ground, but alfo you mutt undergo contempt and per- 
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nall deftruétion) you bear themin hand that they are right Churches mie 
rch. by all meanes ; yea chat their Infants are holy, and under the Cove- 
ord nant of grace ; and that the very places where they do meet,muft,or 
» in may becalled by the name of Churches. O that you were fenfible of 
but the finfulneffe, of this your dealing ’ Bur I now haften to chat which 
fFe- you yet further adde concerning me,and fo to an end. | 
That which followes in your book, isthis: hath put ont a 
Pamphlet called, a Declaration concerning the Publike Di/pute Which 
fhould have been in the publike meeting-houle of Aldermanburiethe 
re, thirdof December, concerning Infants baptifme, 

I am not afhamed of the affiftance that I gave in putting out that 
the Declaration : what have you to fay againft it? Can you therein finde 
ng any one fentence {werving from the truth ? If either you, or they” 
madea fhew ofa mind to difpute with us, could thereinhave 
‘re. = found any falfhood, we fhould furely have heard of it long ago.But 
nd it is enovgh that your Gravity cals it, APamphlet.Indeed it isnot ve-. 
ne ry large: for it wasnot needfull, as we conceived, that it fhould be 
he farge. But though we there ufe not many words, yet we write the 

words of Truth and Sobernefs. And if you will blot out of your - 

*s, Ganyrena all the words of Falfhood and Folly with which it is 
/.  ftuffed, it will, 1 fuppofe, be much fhorter then this Pamphlet. 
1¢ = Having thus anfwered thofe things in your book that do particu- 

~ larly concerne me, I will rake no further in fuch an unfavorie heape; 
fe _ ButI defire that you your felfe may at the laft be fo fenfible of the 
y  ilfavour thereof, as chat you may be moved to a loathing ofit : 
i- and that you may not havea miferable experimental! knowledge oF 
y _ the truth, of chat word of truth in Prov. 29. 1. He that being often 
 reproved, hardneth hw necke, shall {uddenly be deftroyed, and that 
t without remedy. 


é 
3 
» 
> 


A Poft/cript to the Read er. 


Courtesis Reader, 
Hough I have reproved Mafter Edwards, 
for giving this name, ortitle, Chureh, to 
y\ an Houfe made of Lime and Stone; yet I 
| 6% defire thee not to judge me anapprover of 
pho SL their pracife, who now give fuchnames 
to Houfes that have been called Churches, 
as tend only to the provoking, and exafperating of their 
{pirics that ufe to meetinthem. I exceedingly approve 
ofthis name, 4 publike meeting-houfe. This would be 
found neither to favour fuperftition, neither yet to pro- 
voke mens {pirits by any intimation of contempt. 
Of thofe that yet ufe to hear and pray in thofe Houfes, 


there are many that give good evidences of fincerity : 


Why then fhould we unneceflarily imbitrer their {pirits 
by our expreffions ¢. We are alfo to feck the falvation of 
thofe that are yet unconverted; why then fhold we caufe- 


Jefly provoke them to wrath, & fo harden their hearts ,& 


{top their ears againft our words? Alfo,in as much as they 
which yet meet inthefe Houtes, are fellow-members to- 
ecther with us, of the fame Pol:tick body, and the fame 

| com- 


| | 


common enemy the them 
JES and us) ftrives to fet them at variance with us,that he-may 
the more eafily deftroy both, itis therefore both 
Z=% andneceffary that they fhould finde us not onely faithfull 
cothem in our dealings, but alfo refpective, and not pro- 
=) voking in our expreflions , we ftill being carefull to have 
no fellowfhip with any evill. 
Moreover, I think it not unmeet to acknowledge by my 
pen, what I declare by my practife, that I cannot fee 
it to be an unlawfull thing, to preachorto pray in thofe 
— houfes ; nor yet to heare in them,fo far as it may be done 
Without having any fellowfhip/cither really,or in appea- 
? ance) with any falfe Church-ftate , falfe Worfhip, falfe 
Doétrine, or falfe Miniftry. Ido not recede from my 
profeffed and utter difliking of their ill dealing, of their 
mif-applying (and fo abut 
write uponthe doors and wals of thofe houfes : Ths # the 
honfe of God. The Lord is in this place. My houfe fhall be 
called the houfe of Prayer. Keep thy foot when thou goeft to 
the houfe of God. Let us goupto the mountain of the Lord, 


°- this my fpirit hath been, and ftillis, ftirred within me : 
even as it hath been a vexation to my {pirit, to heare men 
> fay with relation to thefe houfes, That they are now met 
in Gods own houfe that he ftill keepes open the doors of his 
oc. But mens mifnaming thefe places the 
..  honfes of God , doth not make them to be the houfes of the 
g, Divell : no more then their mif-calling another place the 
~ — houfe of the Divell, canmake it to be the houfe of Ged:Y ea, 
Y as itis a great errour to afcribe holinefle to thefe pla- 
~ ces, fo it is alfo anerrourto imagine any unholineffe 
- to be inherent inthem. Even here we have need to be- 
| C ware 


BFF: | 


ng) ofthe Scripture, which 


the houfe of the God of Iacob, andthe like. Yea, beeaufe of 


from one extream to another, and to the unneceflary and 


dangerous difturbance both of our felves & others. And 


For our fafety herein, let us be carefull that we fwerve 
sot from the rule of che Word, neither in Allowing, nei- 
thet yet in Condemning. 


Thus courteous Reader,as have now fincerely exprefied. 
mind unto thee, fo through the Grace of God I fhall 


A feeker bath of thy semporalt 
eternall peace. 


Benjamin Cox. 
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A fecond Poft{crips. 


“Uch wasthe cautioufneffe of that friend, for whom 

this book is printed,that he would nor have it to be 
printed for him without Licenfe : and fuch was the 
cautiou{nefle of the Licenfer, that he would not licenfe 
it without fome alterations. This hath caufed this print- 
ed coppie to fall a little fhort of that which I wrote, viZ, 
inthefe places, Pag. 9.Line 11,45 you by your writing now 
appeare to be) my coppie added , a perfecutor of the people of 
God, Pag. 12. bine.5,6,7. Thatthere ts a great difference 
between a Parifh- Aff emblie,c> a well ordered C of Chrift. 
Iwrote,That there is as great a difference between a Parifb- 
Affemblie, and atrue Church of Chrift, as between Babilon 


and Sion. Line 14. Then what kinde of Churches were they ? 


Thad written; Thencertainly they were not true Churches. 
Line 21,22. Are not there in the right flate of a Church, nor 
can attaine thereunto without comming out of it. 1 wrote, 


Are not there in the ftate of a Church, nor can attain thereun- 


to, without comming out of Babilon, Line23, 24. Thofe 
Parifh-Affemblies becaufe perfwaded, I wrote. being falfly 
perfwaded, Line 28, 29. As right Churches. I wrote, 
As Churches, Line 30, 31. Of paflors of the Churches, 
as youcall them. I wrote, Of paffors of fuppofed Churches. 
Line 35. No right Churches. I wrote,No true ( hurches. Pag. 
13. line 1. That they are right Churches. lwrote, That they 
are Churches, évc. Thus courteous Reader, thou haft now 
the whole ofthat which was written, and given forth to 
be priated upon this Subject, by thy loving — 
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